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Cabinet Approved Community 
Grants Scheme 

Application Form 

Please return to: Central  Support Team, East Hampshire District Council, Penns Place, Petersfield, 
Hampshire GU31 4EX or  support.team@easthants.gov.uk  

Please answer all of the questions on the following pages; you should have the appendix in an 
accompanying document. We would prefer to receive applications electronically but handwritten 
applications will also be accepted (please do not adjust any existing text).  Please allow at least 4 weeks for 
your application to be processed.   

In order to save your time please consider these questions before you complete the application form: 

1. Is your application for more than £25000? 

2. Is your project outside East Hampshire? 

3. Has your project already started? 

4. Does your organisation have more than 1 year’s running costs in reserve  (if so please explain the 
circumstances)  

5. Are you asking for more than 30% of the total project cost  

6. Do you have all required permissions to carry out your project e.g. Landlords permission, Planning 
Permission etc.? 

If you have answered “yes” to Question 1-5 or no to question 6 it is likely that you are not eligible for a 
grant from the Cabinet Approved Community Grants scheme. Applicants must fulfil all of the criteria which 
can be found in appendix A. If you are not certain or require help completing this form please contact the 
relevant officer for your area, see appendix A for details. 

 

 

1. Name of Project:   Bentley Playground Project 

2. Charity number:   301740 

3. Amount Requested:   £18,000 

Applications will be decided by Cabinet, applicants must contact their local ward councilor prior to 
submitting their application.  

mailto:support.team@easthants.gov.uk
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4. Project description:   

a. Please describe what you are going to do:  
Our aim is to completely remodel the children's play area on the Recreation Ground in Bentley, to 
replace old and deteriorating apparatus, recently declared "high risk" in a ROSPA Report, with new 
equipment to provide an enjoyable, exciting and challenging environment for all children in which to 
explore, socialise and play. Partly due to the ROSPA report the decision has been taken to close the 
playground to public use. 
 
Our work towards replacing the existing playground started more than 2 years ago when the first signs 
that the playground was coming towards the end of its natural life. This was when the much loved Zip 
Wire had to be replaced. Since then various pieces of equipment have had to be replaced or 
removed. 
 
Earlier this year we failed in an attempt to raise funds for a project costing £75k.  Following this 
disappointment we reviewed our specifications and asked Eibe, Proludic, and Wicksteed to provide 
designs within a maximum cost of £60k. 
 
The Eibe design has been selected as it meets our requirements for more natural play, whilst it is 
challenging and providing children with the right balance of excitement and education. Also and 
importantly it has many elements which allow inclusive play. 

b. How many people will benefit and how will they benefit:  
To provide some background to this application, the playground we seek to replace is situated in the 
Recreation Ground next door to the Primary School in Bentley – see picture provided. As a result of 
the proximity of the school to the playground, it has become a natural place for parents to congregate, 
particularly after school, where they can socialise whilst the children play.  
 
To slightly extend the question to who and how many will benefit from the project, the obvious and 
correct answer to this question is the children of Bentley who make great use of the facility but the 
range of beneficiaries is actually much wider. Bentley is a typical village for its size, its social cohesion 
being centered on the Primary School, Church, Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground. To support 
these assets and other village organisations, such as the Scouts and Care Group, the village relies on 
the goodwill of the residents to pull together at various times. For example the village Fete raises and 
distributes funds and over the past 16 years more than £83k has gone to village causes. To put on 
events such as the Fete and the annual Bonfire Night requires assistance from a range of people 
pulling together, one such group being the parents who socialise after school at the playground. So to 
answer the question, the main beneficiaries are, of course, the children who will use the playground 
but we should also add that the parents who meet at the playground are beneficiaries and perhaps, by 
extension, the majority of Bentley residents. 

c. How can you demonstrate that there is a need for this project, e.g. how have you consulted with local 
residents/ stakeholders  
Community feedback 
Earlier this year we asked for the views of parents on the importance of the playground to the village 
as a meeting place for children and parents and these comments are provided in supporting 
documents. This exercise elicited 18 responses 
Comments on the Playground Designs  
We asked 4 companies to provide designs and these were displayed at the Bentley Fete in July of this 
year. The comments and feedback were recorded at the time the results of which are shown in the 
"supporting documents". In total there have been 28 comments posted in all in addition to which the 
Head Teacher at the school held an assembly to raise the topic of the Playground. This was more of a 
discussion, the results of which are also provided. 
Fund Raising 
We have raised over £10k from the village through gifts, grants and donations demonstrates the local 
support for the project. Funds have been generated by an number of activities including:- : 

1. A 6 year old boy raised more than £1,000 by walking 5 miles  

2. A young girl completed a mud challenge and in so doing raised nearly £800.  

3. A car wash raised £384 

4. Further fund raising efforts are planned which include an 'Auction of Promises',  
Halloween Walk and a Quiz Night 
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5. Project cost breakdown:  

Item or Activity (Please provide evidence of the cost e.g.  quote) Cost 

Eibe quote for providing equipment and installation new playground  £60,000 

  

  

  

  

  

Total Project Cost: £60,000 

6.   Funding: Amount 

Confirmed grants (please name funders  e.g. Parish Council, and whether they are confirmed or pending) :  

Bentley Parish Council (Confirmed)  £ 12,500 

S106 (Confirmed but pending) £   8,411 

Income from other sources (e.g. Ticket Sales, Club Funds, etc.) 

Bentley resident (Confirmed) 

 

£    5,000 

Bentley Fete & Flower Show (Confirmed but pending) £    1,000 

Bentley Tennis Club (Confirmed) £     1,277 

Hampshire Playing Fields £     1,000 

Waitrose £        268 

Various pledges from local residents (Pending) £     2,555 

Various Fund Raising activities (Confirmed) £     6,466 

Future Fund Raising activities £     3,523 

EHDC Cabinet Approved Community Grant  (your application amount in question 3): £    18,000 

Total Funding: £    60,000 

 

 

 

7. Does your organisation have a Safeguarding  Policy and/or a Vulnerable Persons Policy? When 
was this adopted?   (Please include a copy with your application)                  

At the moment we don’t have either of these policies in place but we are aware that they are necessary and 
will be implemented very shortly.   
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8. If this application involves a young people’s project, please state how they were involved in the 
decision making process 

With the help of the village school the children of Bentley have been closely involved in the design of the 
new playground. At various times children have been able to have their say as to equipment they would 
prefer to see in the new playground and more recently which, out of the designs we have received, they 
prefer. This partly influenced our decision to choose the Eibe design. 

In all we have had the views of 50 individual children in addition to which the Head Teacher held an 
assembly at which the children were able to voice their opinions. All these opinions are documented. 

9. Please tell us how you will ensure your project is accessible to those with disabilities. 

The playground is an amenity that is designed for children between the ages of 2 years to 14 years. To 
ensure that it will be accessible for children of all abilities within that age range we worked very closely 
with the companies we approached. The two versions of the successful design by Eibe, which are 
provided, have a symbol against each of the play items that have been specifically included so that they 
can be enjoyed by children of all abilities. There are 8 items in total. 

In addition, as part of the project, we will be planting numerous wild flowers around the playground and in 
the vicinity to make the whole area more attractive and enjoyable to all. With willow arches and the wild 
flowers we feel the environment will be attractive to older people and particularly residents in the two Care 
Homes in Bentley. The Bentley Lodge Care Home in particular is within walking distance of the Recreation 
Ground and during the summer months we see the opportunity for the residents to be taken to the 
playground area to enjoy the environment and see the children from the School take part in their physical 
education on the ground and using the playground at school closing time. The Bentley Lodge Care Home 
is very keen to see this happen and we have the support of a village volunteer group which is keen to take 
part and assist.  

Letters from the village agent and Bentley Lodge confirm support for the proposition. 
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10. Please provide any other supporting information that you feel is relevant to the project or 
funding application? 

1. The following supporting documents will be forwarded by separate email: - 
- Photograph of the Bentley Recreation Ground 
- Eibe playground design 
- Eibe quote 
- Community feedback 
- Playground design comments 
- Playground feedback 
- Letter from Bentley Lodge Care Home 
- Letter from Village Agent 

2. As well as previously applying, unsuccessfully, to Veolia Environmental Trust earlier this year we have 
considered applying to the National Lottery but they do not seem to have a fund suitable for our project. 
BIFFA was another possibility but the timings between applications 12 months, if unsuccessful, we felt was 
too long. 
3. The BRGC enjoys a lease of all the land and buildings at the Recreation Ground in Bentley given by the 
Bentley Parish Council on the 1st February 2000 for a period of 21 years. 

4. We are conscious of the need to have a full maintenance programme in place for the new playground 
and we have already had discussions with the village lengths man on what will be required. A formal 
contract will be put in place. 

5. If we are able to secure funding for the project we estimate that work will commence at the beginning of 
March and will be completed by the end of April. 

 

Please enclose a business Plan demonstrating how the project will be sustainable. 

Please contact your Community Officer for support and advice.  
We confirm that we have the support of our local Ward Councilor and the relevant Cabinet Portfolio 
Holder, Councilor Butler, who recently visited the site of the our playground in Bentley. 

 

 

 
 

 


